Reporter’s curiosity the formula to success

Jasephine Brosard

Catherine Zahra

It a5 not datlecult o feel over-
whelmed by wnler  Josephme
Brovard’™s energy — and success
Formery o poamalest for South
Afnea’s lendivg newspaper The
S,  telewision  reporter and
prosducer, leatume whiler, magneme
editor, el commmumeatiens
direcior for o govermmenl ogengy,
Bl Brovemd recently lonmehed her
second book, bomseon Rene &
lescle Dhopss, ol {rleehooks

Co-guthored  wath fonmer
Swimey  advermmg  exenulive
Lk Southeell, it fells the story
ol Libby's quest b cope with
the denth of her finnce and twae
close Imends, her fovels through
Mepal, Tibet omd Mongohn,
coping with the effects of the
JH tmmmma while she was m
5n Lonka emd fimally, setting up
the “AdoptSnlanks” which has
rudsedd abaut five mallion dollars o
redld the island vedion

Sitting i a local cofé im Surmy
Hills, Jesephme reflocts on her
life amd work. She is arcolale
and enterinining and her theughes
peur ot like a torrent. Asked whal
il i= that keeps her going med she
hesitates — for once. Beneath the
confidence, Josephine adimits “[1's
M all mses. 've alao god & quict,
thoughifial =side which &= whal

ks mee creatave smd o wriker.”

She sovs her ombitions b be a
writer begen ol o very eorly age
“I remember when [ waos small,
somebody psking my sster and
me "What do vou wamt bo do
when vou grow up? And 1 smad,
T wamt b b the comespomndbent
bor Tiome mageeine” and my sesber
snd, ‘T owamk o be a maedher " Wa
bath becnme what we smd ot fhe
ape ol eght”

Bom o & French-Momtion
tamily m  Jobanneshurg, South
Adnien, Josephine began her career
a5 o news reporter on The Btar 1
wirs here thet =he first realsed her
potental os a wiler As o direct
resnlt of her socio-paliteal neport
tor the mewspaper on lamine
in kwwfuln, the non-tor-profil
orgmastion. Operation Humger
wips foundedd 1o pddress prablems
of malmutmtion and  poverty o
Sputh African homelands.  She
ava e article belped created
a shifi in consciousness  and
awareness m Sowth Adrica, that it
e penple think.

From [leature  writer  for
a lifestyle magaxine, 0 on-
camern felevision reporier and
producer, Josephine made her
way up the career ladder. Bai
che  found  the  epportunities

were diminishing, “ remember
thinking that South Alen was
toa small for me avd thot [ hod o
govsomewhere else. 1 dudn’t wanl
b go o Lomnden or Mew Yook
— Ry h|g_ oD scory, S I:|'|u-1|g|'|l
of Avstmlia - where they speak
English and the sun shines,”™

She appled for and pod o
reb s o feature writer on Cleo
magazme and o mew life m
Sy, "I was @ joyous mimac ke
Ulnbelievable,” she savs, sddmg
that her South Almican journalis)
fnends were envious

Josephane wend on o become
editor of Mew Womaon ond Fmk
Ribbon  magoznes —  where
the prodits of each poblicetsn
merensed - and communications
diregior of the Equal Opporfunity
for Women n the Workploce
Apency. Crrealation

Although  she  =avs  “the
achicvemends and hard  work
becoms like a drug that keeps
vou going”, she acknowledpes
suCeess comes from tremendons
dizcipline

T vt 8 procrastinator, [Ym
the oppasite of a procrastinator,
IF [ eould give words of advice,
capecially to wribers, i's “stop
procrastinating, set up and do
it". [ helieve that if its something

v fenr, lace if bead on.™

Such  determmation ond
temacity underscare Josephme's
professonel amd personal Dife
“I think 1t 15 really mporisng
o have the cournge e make
chvices - nnd then o make the
mest of them.”

Hoving just celebroded  her
third  wedding  emmiversary
ab the pge of 48, Josephme
=avs thot she hos “hardly shed
a tenr” about the fact dhot
she hos not hed children of
her oo

“It was never really on my
apendn,” she savs, “Sometones
vau gel o my age ond you ook
back and vow think: “1d 1 make
the mght chomces™ 1 don’t know,
bt 1 mocde them

“Ta be honest, 1 have o dark
side. 1 have a kot of fears. [ ooy
abat our ploneness, the foblity
of lifie, the lock of love in the
wiorld, the grewing rich-poor
divide, the lack of undersonding
of others whe are different, the
way we are all ruled by fear,
ingluding myvsell,

"5 | seek love and sdmiration
all the fime, it = positively
inexhaustible and my joumey is
the Puddhist way. . to conguer
iy ezo and find inger pesce.”™



